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the jewelry project
�6�D�V�K�D���L�V���D���Q�R�W���I�R�U���S�U�R�À�W���P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���R�Y�H�U����������
�F�U�D�I�W���J�U�R�X�S�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���,�Q�G�L�D�����7�K�H�\���Z�R�U�N���R�Q���U�H�Y�L�W�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���F�U�D�I�W�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���F�D�U�H-
�I�X�O���D�Q�G���V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q�S�X�W�V���L�Q���G�H�V�L�J�Q�����W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���D�Q�G��
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���O�L�Q�H���R�I���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\���L�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V����
�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���J�O�D�V�V���E�H�D�G���P�D�N�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���9�D�U�D�Q�D�V�L�����S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\��
���S�X�W���L�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����I�U�R�P���9�D�U�D�Q�D�V�L���D�Q�G���2�U�L�V�V�D�����E�H�D�W�H�Q���P�H�W�D�O���F�U�D�I�W�V���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�D�Q�G���G�K�R�N�U�D���F�U�D�I�W�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���I�U�R�P���2�U�L�V�V�D����

�7�K�H���L�G�H�D���E�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�L�V���O�L�Q�H���Z�D�V���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���X�Q�L�T�X�H����
�\�R�X�Q�J�����O�L�J�K�W�����I�X�Q���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�����7�R���J�R���E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���´�H�W�K�Q�L�F�µ���O�R�R�N�����D�Q�G��
�F�U�H�D�W�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���P�L�Q�J�O�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�O�G�����W�K�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�,�Q�G�L�D�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���J�O�R�E�D�O����

�7�K�L�V���Q�R�W�H�E�R�R�N���V�K�R�Z�V���\�R�X���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���F�U�D�I�W�V�����$�V��
�\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���V�H�H�����R�Q�O�\���W�K�H���V�L�P�S�O�H�V�W���W�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���D�U�H���X�V�H�G�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K��
�W�K�H���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���L�V���T�X�L�W�H���F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�G�����,�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���D�Q���L�Q�W�X�L�W�L�Y�H���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H��
�R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���V�W�D�J�H���E�\���W�K�H���F�U�D�I�W�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���L�V���S�D�V�V�H�G���R�Q���D�Q�G��
�D�E�V�R�U�E�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�P�R�V�W���X�Q�F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�O�\�����D�V���P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�N���L�V���G�R�Q�H���D�W���K�R�P�H�����Z�L�W�K���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G����

�7�K�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D���F�U�D�I�W�V�P�D�Q�����K�L�V���W�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���K�H��
�X�V�H�V���D�U�H���V�R���L�Q�W�L�P�D�W�H�����W�K�D�W���L�W���I�H�H�O�V���O�L�N�H���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���P�D�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�L�Q�J����
�7�K�H���Z�R�R�G���L�V���G�D�U�N���D�Q�G���V�P�R�R�W�K�����W�K�H���Z�D�[���L�V���K�R�Q�H�\��
�O�L�N�H���L�Q���K�X�H�����7�K�H���E�U�D�V�V���W�R�R�O���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���P�D�G�H��
�E�\���D�Q���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U���D�Q�G���L�V���Z�R�U�Q���Z�L�W�K���K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���X�V�H����
�7�K�H���L�U�R�Q���N�Q�L�Y�H�V���D�U�H���P�X�O�W�L���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���D�Q�G���D�U�H���W�K�H��
�V�D�P�H���G�D�U�N���E�U�R�Z�Q���D�V���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���H�O�V�H�����W�K�H�L�U���H�G�J�H�V��
�Z�R�U�Q���E�X�W���V�K�D�U�S�����(�Y�H�U�\���W�K�L�Q�J���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�W�L�P�D�W�H���S�D�U�W���R�I��
�W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U

naga nandini
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D�K�R�N�U�D���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H��
�H�D�U�O�L�H�V�W���P�H�W�K�R�G�V���R�I��

�Q�R�Q���I�H�U�U�R�X�V���P�H�W�D�O���F�D�V�W-
�L�Q�J���N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R���K�X�P�D�Q���F�L�Y�L-
�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�W���H�[�L�V�W�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U��
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���Q�D�P�H�V���L�Q���D�O�O��
�W�K�H���S�U�L�P�L�W�L�Y�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V���R�I��
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���X�V�H�G��
�I�R�U���P�D�N�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J��
�I�U�R�P���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\���W�R���X�W�H�Q-
�V�L�O�V���W�R���L�P�D�J�H�V���R�I���*�R�G�V����
�7�K�H���I�H�Z���P�H�W�D�O���R�E�M�H�F�W�V��
�I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���0�R�K�H�Q�M�R���'�D�U�R��
and Harappa (ruins of 
�W�K�H�������������\�H�D�U���R�O�G���,�Q�G�X�V��
�9�D�O�O�H�\���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����K�D�V���D��
�Y�H�U�\���V�W�U�R�Q�J���U�H�V�H�P�E�O�D�Q�F�H��
�W�R���W�K�H���G�K�R�N�U�D���R�E�M�H�F�W�V��
�F�U�H�D�W�H�G���E�\���F�U�D�I�W�V�P�H�Q��
�W�R�G�D�\�����,�Q���,�Q�G�L�D�����W�K�H�V�H��
�F�U�D�I�W�V�P�H�Q���D�U�H���F�R�Q�F�H�Q-
�W�U�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�V���R�I��
�0�D�G�K�\�D���3�U�D�G�H�V�K�����%�L�K�D�U����
�2�U�L�V�V�D���D�Q�G���:�H�V�W���%�H�Q�J�D�O����

�'�K�R�N�U�D���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���U�D�Q�J�H��
�I�U�R�P���V�P�D�O�O���E�H�D�G�V���W�R��
�O�D�U�J�H�U���V�W�D�W�X�H�V���R�I���P�\�W�K�L-
�F�D�O���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���D�Q�G���*�R�G�V����
�)�U�R�P���D���F�H�Q�W�L�P�H�W�U�H���W�R��
�����I�H�H�W���W�D�O�O�����7�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�U��
�S�L�H�F�H�V���D�U�H���P�R�U�H���U�L�V�N�\���W�R��
�P�D�N�H���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���O�R�W��
�R�I���Z�D�V�W�D�J�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���D�Q�G��
�D�U�H���R�Q�O�\���P�D�G�H���E�\���D���I�H�Z��
�P�D�V�W�H�U���F�U�D�I�W�V�P�H�Q��
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�2�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H�V�H���F�U�D�I�W�V-
�P�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�P�D�G�V��
�Z�K�R���Z�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���W�U�L�E�H���W�R��
�W�U�L�E�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���F�H�U-
�H�P�R�Q�L�D�O���D�Q�G���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V��
�À�J�X�U�H�V�����R�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G��
�N�L�W�F�K�H�Q�Z�D�U�H�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H��
�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�W�H�U�L-
�D�O�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H��
�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�V��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I��
�G�K�R�N�U�D���P�D�W�F�K�H�G���W�K�H�L�U��
�Q�R�P�D�G�L�F���E�L�R�U�K�\�W�K�P�����,�W��
�G�L�G���Q�R�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���D�Q�\���À�[�H�G��
�S�O�D�F�H���R�U���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�����R�U���D�Q�\��
�K�H�D�Y�\�����O�D�U�J�H���W�R�R�O�V�����7�K�H�\��
�X�V�H�G���Z�D�[�����U�H�V�L�Q���D�Q�G��
�À�U�H�Z�R�R�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���I�R�U-
�H�V�W�V�����F�O�D�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U��
�E�H�G���D�Q�G���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���À�U�L�Q�J��
�R�Y�H�Q���L�Q���D���K�R�O�H���G�X�J���L�Q���W�K�H��
ground.  

�7�R�G�D�\�����W�K�H�V�H���F�U�D�I�W�V�P�H�Q��
�K�D�Y�H���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���D���Z�L�G�H�U��
�P�D�U�N�H�W�����W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���W�K�H��
�H�I�I�R�U�W�V���R�I���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���P�D�U�N�H�W-
�L�Q�J���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�L�V��
�K�D�V���O�H�G���W�R���D���G�H�J�U�H�H���R�I��
�À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���S�U�R�V�S�H�U�L�W�\�����D�Q�G��
�K�D�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�\���R�I��
�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J����
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T o make a bowl 
like this the first 

step is to make a clay 
core or mould over 
which the bowl will be 
formed.1

2

3

4

T hen a layer of wax is applied, over 
which thin noodles of wax are 

arranged to make patterns or motifs

D�K�R�N�U�D���L�V���W�K�H���S�U�R-
�F�H�V�V���R�I���P�D�N�L�Q�J��

�D�Q���R�E�M�H�F�W���À�U�V�W���L�Q���Z�D�[��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���F�D�V�W�L�Q�J���L�W���L�Q��
brass.
�6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�����S�X�U�H���E�H�H�V��
�Z�D�[���L�V���X�V�H�G�����D�Q�G���V�R�P�H-
�W�L�P�H�V���S�L�W�F�K���L�V���P�L�[�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
�L�W�����R�U���S�X�U�H���S�L�W�F�K���L�V���X�V�H�G����
�7�K�L�V���G�H�S�H�Q�G�V���R�Q���W�K�H���À�Q�H-
�Q�H�V�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�L�H�F�H��
�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H��
�F�U�D�I�W�V�P�D�Q���F�R�P�H�V���I�U�R�P���R�U��
�K�R�Z���H�[�S�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���W�K�H���À�Q�D�O��
�S�L�H�F�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H��

wax

clay

decoration being 
applied on the 
clay core

rough clay core

fine clay to coat 
the rough clay 
core

finishing by rubbing 
with green leaves

6



T�K�H���G�K�R�N�U�D���F�U�D�I�W�V�P�D�Q��
�X�V�H�V���K�L�V���H�Q�W�L�U�H���E�R�G�\��

�W�R���H�[�W�U�X�G�H���W�K�H���Z�D�[�����,�W���L�V���D��
�Y�H�U�\���V�W�U�H�Q�X�R�X�V���S�U�R�F�H�V�V��

�7�K�H���Z�D�[���L�V���À�U�V�W���N�Q�H�D�G�H�G��
�E�\���K�D�Q�G���O�L�N�H���G�R�X�J�K�����7�K�H��
�E�R�G�\���K�H�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���L�W���P�R�U�H��
�P�D�O�O�H�D�E�O�H�����,�Q���Z�L�Q�W�H�U���D��
�F�R�D�O���À�U�H���L�V���X�V�H�G���W�R���V�R�I�W�H�Q��
�W�K�H���Z�D�[�����,�W���L�V���W�K�H�Q���S�X�W��
�L�Q�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���H�[�W�U�X�G�H�U��

e
xt

ru
d

in
g

 t
h

e
 w

a
x

W ax is also sometimes 
used as sheets, and 

it is made by being beaten 
on a wooden board with a 
wooden tool
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Brass 
extruder 

with different 
sizes of sieves 
for the wax to 
come through

L arge wooden handles 
for the extruder to 

help craftsman use the 
entire body to extrude

mustard oil used as lubricant

wooden tool for 
beating wax into 
sheets

8



clay core

f inely worked 
wax strands 

over the clay core

f inished dhokra 
pendant, which 

is the same size as 
the wax model



�:�D�[���U�R�G�V���D�U�H���D�G�G�H�G���W�R��
�W�K�H���E�R�Z�O���D�Q�G���M�R�L�Q���D�W���D��
�F�R�P�P�R�Q���S�R�L�Q�W��

�7�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���W�K�L�Q�J���L�V���F�R�Y-
�H�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���W�K�L�Q���O�D�\�H�U���R�I��
�O�L�T�X�L�G���F�O�D�\��

5

6
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A  group of dhokra 
craftsmen coat -

ing wax jewelry with 
liquid clay. Craftsmen 
carry their own clay, 
where ever they go, 
because the kind of 
clay used is different 
in different regions.
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T�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H�Q���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G��
�H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��

�O�D�\�H�U���R�I���F�O�D�\���L�Q���D���F�X�S��
�V�K�D�S�H���R�Q���W�R�S�����W�K�H���E�R�W�W�R�P��
�R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���D���K�R�O�H���W�K�D�W��
�W�R�X�F�K�H�V���W�K�H���Z�D�[�����7�K�H���F�O�D�\��
�L�V���À�U�V�W���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���E�\���P�L�[�L�Q�J��
�À�Q�H�O�\�����O�L�N�H���G�R�X�J�K���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q��
�P�L�[�H�G���Z�L�W�K���F�K�R�S�S�H�G���M�X�W�H��
�U�R�S�H�����(�Y�H�U�\���J�U�R�X�S���K�D�V���L�W�V��
�R�Z�Q���U�H�F�L�S�H�����V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���N�L�Q�G��
�R�I���F�O�D�\���Y�D�U�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���U�H�J�L�R�Q��
�W�R���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���L�V���O�H�I�W���W�R��
�G�U�\���Q�H�D�U���D���À�U�H���I�R�U���D���G�D�\��

7

w ax rods that form 
the channel for the 

brass to pass through
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T he simple tools 
used in dhokra 

- this beautiful hand 
wrought knife is 
used for a variety of 
functions - to chop 
jute, clean dhokra, 
dig, scrape etc.

13



T�K�H���F�X�S���R�Q���W�R�S���L�V���Q�R�Z��
�À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���E�U�D�V�V���S�L�H�F�H�V��

�I�U�R�P���R�O�G���E�U�D�V�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V��
�Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���E�U�R�N�H�Q���L�Q�W�R��
�V�P�D�O�O���S�D�U�W�V��

�7�K�H�V�H���F�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���E�H���O�H�I�W-
�R�Y�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���F�D�V�W-
�L�Q�J�V���R�U���D�U�H���E�R�X�J�K�W���I�U�R�P���D��
�V�K�R�S���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���R�O�G���E�U�D�V�V��

�,�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���E�U�D�V�V�����D�O�X�P�L�Q-
�L�X�P���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���E�H���X�V�H�G��

8
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T�K�H���E�U�D�V�V���L�V���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G��
�D�J�D�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���D���F�X�S���R�I��

�F�O�D�\���D�Q�G���V�H�D�O�H�G�����7�K�L�V��
�L�V���G�U�L�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q���I�R�U���D���I�H�Z��
hours.

9

15



M�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�����D���K�R�O�H���L�V��
�G�X�J���L�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G���I�R�U��

�W�K�H���I�X�U�Q�D�F�H�����:�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�L�V�����D��
�K�R�O�H���J�R�H�V���V�L�G�H�Z�D�\�V���W�R���D��
�E�O�R�Z�H�U�����$���P�H�W�D�O���E�O�R�Z�H�U���L�V��
�X�V�H�G���W�R���I�H�H�G���W�K�H���Á�D�P�H�V����

�%�H�O�O�R�Z�V���P�D�G�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��
�V�N�L�Q���R�I���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�U�H���J�R�D�W��
�Z�H�U�H���X�V�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���P�H�W�D�O��
�E�O�R�Z�H�U�V���E�H�F�D�P�H���D�Y�D�L�O-
�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���X�V�H�G���E�\��
�V�R�P�H���F�U�D�I�W�V�S�H�R�S�O�H��

goatskin bellows

C lay pieces drying 
around the fur -

nace. caps waiting 
to be fitted with 
cups

16



T�K�H���F�O�D�\���P�R�X�O�G���L�V���S�X�W��
�X�S�V�L�G�H���G�R�Z�Q���L�Q�V�L�G�H��

�W�K�H���I�X�U�Q�D�F�H���D�Q�G���À�U�H�G��

�7�K�H���E�U�D�V�V���P�H�O�W�V���L�Q�V�L�G�H��
�W�K�H���I�X�U�Q�D�F�H�����7�K�H���F�U�D�I�W�V-
�P�D�Q���K�D�V���W�R���J�X�H�V�V���S�U�H-
�F�L�V�H�O�\���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���E�U�D�V�V���L�V��
�I�X�O�O�\���P�H�O�W�H�G���D�Q�G���W�D�N�H���L�W��
�R�X�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���À�U�H��

blower connected 
underground to the 
furnacefire in the furnace

coal used in the fire

iron tongs and ladle 
to use inside the 
furnace

clay pieces waiting 
to be fired

10 11
17



The furnace
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W hen the brass is beginning to 
melt, it gives off a green -

ish light and this indicates to the 
craftsman that it is time to take 
it out of the furnace.

19



�$�Q�G���W�K�H���S�L�H�F�H���L�V���S�O�D�F�H�G��
�U�L�J�K�W���V�L�G�H���X�S���D�J�D�L�Q����

�7�K�H���Z�D�[���K�D�V���P�H�O�W�H�G���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���P�R�O�W�H�Q���E�U�D�V�V���W�D�N�H�V��
�W�K�H���S�O�D�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�D�[��

�7�K�H���F�U�D�I�W�V�P�D�Q���Z�D�L�W�V���I�R�U��
�W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���S�L�H�F�H���W�R���F�R�R�O��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���E�U�H�D�N�V���L�W���R�S�H�Q��

A heart stopping 
moment...

12
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T�K�H���P�R�X�O�G�V���D�U�H���E�U�R�N�H�Q��
�R�S�H�Q���W�R���U�H�P�R�Y�H���W�K�H��

�E�U�D�V�V���R�E�M�H�F�W�V���L�Q�V�L�G�H����
�7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���F�D�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�O�D�\���Z�K�L�F�K��
�D�U�H���À�U�V�W���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���U�R�X�J�K�O�\��
�Z�L�W�K���D���N�Q�L�I�H�����$�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���Z�L�W�K��
�D���Z�L�U�H���E�U�X�V�K�����$�Q�G���W�K�H�Q��
�V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���Z�L�W�K���D���E�X�I�À�Q�J��
brush.

�,�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�D�J�H�����W�K�H���P�R�X�O�G��
�L�V���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U�����D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���W�L�P�H���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��
�R�E�M�H�F�W���K�D�V���W�R���E�H���P�D�G�H����
�W�K�H���P�R�X�O�G���K�D�V���W�R���E�H���P�D�G�H��
�D�J�D�L�Q���I�U�R�P���V�F�U�D�W�F�K�����$�Q�G��
�W�K�L�V�����U�H�D�O�O�\���L�V���W�K�H���F�U�X�[���R�I��
�G�K�R�N�U�D�����W�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���D�Q�G��
�H�Y�H�U�\���S�L�H�F�H���L�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H��
�D�Q�G���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G��
�H�[�D�F�W�O�\��

21
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K�D�U�P�X�O���L�V���D���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H���L�Q��
�2�U�L�V�V�D���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���K�R�P�H��

�W�R���P�D�Q�\���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\���F�U�D�I�W�V-
�P�H�Q�����7�K�H�\���X�V�H�G���W�R���P�D�N�H��
�V�L�O�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���J�R�O�G���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\���I�R�U��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U-
�L�Q�J���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���I�R�U��
�W�U�L�E�D�O���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W����
�%�X�W���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���I�R�U�W�\��
�\�H�D�U�V���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���P�D�G�H���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\��
�S�U�R�Y�H�G���W�R�R���P�X�F�K���I�R�U���W�K�H�P����
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���O�R�V�W���W�K�H�L�U���F�X�V-
�W�R�P�H�U�V���V�W�H�D�G�L�O�\�����'�H�V�L�J�Q��
�L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Q�H�Z��
�X�U�E�D�Q���P�D�U�N�H�W�V���L�Q���,�Q�G�L�D��
�D�Q�G���D�E�U�R�D�G���K�D�Y�H���U�H�Y�L�Y�H�G��
�W�K�H���F�U�D�I�W���L�Q���D���Q�H�Z���I�R�U�P��

�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���W�Z�R���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W��
�V�H�W�V���R�I���F�U�D�I�W�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V��
�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���.�D�U�P�X�O�����2�Q�H���L�V��
�W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�‹�V���J�U�R�X�S�V���Z�K�R��
�I�D�V�K�L�R�Q���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�R�W�K�H�U���L�V���W�K�H���P�H�Q�‹�V���J�U�R�X�S�V��
�Z�K�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�V���I�R�U��
�W�K�H���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\�����O�L�N�H���E�H�D�G�V����
�S�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�V���H�W�F�����7�K�H�\���X�V�H��
�W�K�H���V�L�P�S�O�H�V�W���R�I���W�R�R�O�V�����D�Q�G��
�Q�R���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�D�O�O�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G��
�R�Q�H�V�����7�K�H�L�U���P�D�L�Q���W�R�R�O�V��
�D�U�H���W�K�H�L�U���H�\�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U��
hands.

T ools for fashioning jewelry - from left to right, monkey pliers (in two sizes), kat -
turi (wire cutter), metal rod to turn wire on, scissors (in many sizes), needles, 

Rubber based glue (Feviquick)

24



F rom left to right - metal pipe to blow air into the fire, tongs (chimuta) used to hold pieces of 
burning coal as well as other things, bowl of water, asbestos sheets used to place the metal pieces 

for welding, small glass sheet holding the soldering material which is made of pure silver leaf (nisha jhal, 
khar or tanganu), water, Kerosene lamp for the fire (Dibbir), iron stove (Umaei), blower  (Bhathi)

25



T�K�H���D�Q�Y�L�O�������'�K�D�U���P�D�G�H��
�I�U�R�P���U�D�L�O�Z�D�\���O�L�Q�H�V�����L�V��

�E�R�X�J�K�W���I�U�R�P���N�D�E�D�G�L���Z�D�O�D�V����
�R�U���V�F�U�D�S���L�U�R�Q���V�H�O�O�H�U�V����
�8�V�X�D�O�O�\���W�K�L�V���D�Q�Y�L�O���O�D�V�W�V���D��
�O�L�I�H�W�L�P�H��

�$�O�O���V�K�H�H�W���P�H�W�D�O���L�V���F�X�W���E�\��
�K�D�Q�G���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�W�W�H�U��
�D�Q�G���Z�H�L�J�K�H�G�����$�O�O���S�O�D�W�H�V��
�D�Q�G���Z�L�U�H���W�R���E�H���X�V�H�G���D�U�H��
�K�H�D�W�H�G���À�U�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���L�U�R�Q��
�V�W�R�Y�H�����7�K�L�V���P�D�N�H�V���W�K�H�P��
�S�O�L�D�E�O�H��
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T�K�H���K�D�P�P�H�U���D�Q�G���D�Q�Y�L�O��
�D�U�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���E�H�D�W��

�V�K�H�H�W�V���L�Q�W�R���V�K�D�S�H���R�U���W�R��
�Á�D�W�W�H�Q���Z�L�U�H�����%�H�D�G�V���D�U�H��
�P�D�G�H���E�\���F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�U�H���L�Q�W�R��
�V�P�D�O�O���O�H�Q�J�W�K�V���D�Q�G���E�H�D�W�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H���Z�L�U�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G���D���P�H�W�D�O��
rod.

�/�D�U�J�H�U���E�H�D�G�V���D�U�H���E�H�D�W�H�Q��
�L�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�J�O�H�V���W�R��
�P�D�N�H���I�D�F�H�W�V�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D��
�Y�H�U�\���R�O�G���G�H�V�L�J�Q���L�Q���E�H�D�G�V��
�R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\���P�D�G�H���L�Q���J�R�O�G��
�D�Q�G���L�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���V�R�U�L�V�L�\�D���R�U��
�N�D�Q�W�K�L�����N�K�X�G�G�R���V�R�U�L�V�L�\�D����
�E�L�G�G�K�R���N�D�Q�W�L�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�Y�H��
�V�F�R�U�H�G���O�L�Q�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H�P������
�Q�D�O�L���R�U���S�L�S�H�V����

�%�D�O�O�V���D�U�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���P�X�Q�G�L��
�E�D�O�O�����E�R�W�W�D�P�����E�X�W�W�R�Q�����E�D�O�O����
�J�K�X�Q�J�X�U�R�R���E�D�O�O�����6�S�U�L�Q�J�V��
�D�U�H���P�D�G�H���E�\���Z�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�U�H��
�D�U�R�X�Q�G���D���P�H�W�D�O���U�R�G���D�Q�G��
�D�U�H���X�V�H�G���D�V���E�H�D�G�V��

T his wooden block is also used like an 
anvil for softer work, The square cut 

out in the middle is used to hold jobs

T his square metal block 
has hemispheres of 

different sizes. The small 
circles are put on to a 
mould with hemispheres of 
different sizes and beaten 
into half spheres with a 
tool tip and hammer. These 
are then joined together to 
make balls.

S heets are cut 
into circles to be 

beaten into the mould



H�H�U�H���W�K�H���F�U�D�I�W�V�P�D�Q���L�V��
�D�U�U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���K�D�O�I���E�D�O�O�V��

�R�Q���D���V�K�H�H�W���R�I���D�V�E�H�V-
�W�R�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���Z�H�O�G�L�Q�J�����7�K�H��
�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���F�D�U�H-
�I�X�O�O�\���G�R�Q�H�����W�K�R�X�J�K���Q�R���M�L�J��
�L�V���X�V�H�G���D�Q�G���L�W���L�V���H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\��
�Y�L�V�X�D�O����

�$�I�W�H�U���D�U�U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J�����V�P�D�O�O��
�V�W�U�L�S�V���R�I���S�X�U�H���V�L�O�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���D��
�E�L�Q�G�H�U���D�U�H���S�O�D�F�H�G���R�Q���D�O�O��
�W�K�H���M�R�L�Q�W�V��

�,�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���L�V���Y�H�U�\���À�Q�H�����D��
�E�H�G���R�I���Z�H�W���F�O�D�\���L�V���P�D�G�H��
�R�Q���W�K�H���D�V�E�H�V�W�R�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�S�D�U�W�V���D�U�H���S�O�D�F�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
�W�Z�H�H�]�H�U�V���R�Q���W�K�H���P�X�G�����W�R��
�À�[���W�K�H�P���S�U�R�S�H�U�O�\��
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�$�����J�D�V���I�X�H�O�O�H�G���Z�H�O�G�L�Q�J��
�J�X�Q���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���Z�L�W�K��

�U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U���L�V���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���M�R�L�Q-
�L�Q�J���S�L�H�F�H�V���R�I���P�H�W�D�O��

�:�H�O�G�L�Q�J���L�V���Q�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���G�R�Q�H��
�X�V�L�Q�J���D���P�R�X�W�K���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G��
�W�X�E�H���D�Q�G���N�H�U�R�V�H�Q�H���O�D�P�S����
�$���J�D�V���I�X�H�O�O�H�G���Z�H�O�G�L�Q�J��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���L�V���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���O�D�U�J�H��
�Q�X�P�E�H�U�V��
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�* �U�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�������D�Q���H�P�H�U�\��
�V�W�R�Q�H���L�V���X�V�H�G���W�R��

�À�Q�L�V�K���W�K�H���V�K�D�U�S���H�G�J�H�V���R�I��
�V�K�H�H�W���P�H�W�D�O���S�D�U�W�V��

�$�O�O���S�L�H�F�H�V�����D�I�W�H�U���À�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J��
�D�U�H���F�O�H�D�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Q�L�W�U�L�F��
�D�F�L�G�����U�K�H�H�W�K�D���S�K�D�O�����V�R�D�S��
�Q�X�W�����D�Q�G���O�L�P�H�����$���F�R�D�U�V�H��
�Z�L�U�H���E�U�X�V�K���L�V���X�V�H�G���I�R�U��
this.

�,�I���W�K�H���P�H�W�D�O���L�V���W�R���E�H���J�L�Y�H�Q��
�D���E�O�D�F�N���F�R�O�R�U�����L�W���L�V���F�R�D�W�H�G��
�Z�L�W�K���D���Q�L�W�U�R�J�H�Q���F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G��
�D�Q�G���E�X�U�Q�W���L�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���E�O�R�Z-
torch.
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�%�D�V�L�F���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���I�R�U��
�M�H�Z�H�O�U�\���P�D�N�L�Q�J�������Z�L�U�H����

�V�K�H�H�W���L�Q���F�R�S�S�H�U�����E�U�D�V�V��
�D�Q�G���Z�K�L�W�H���P�H�W�D�O���I�U�R�P��
�'�H�O�K�L���D�Q�G���.�R�O�N�D�W�D�����E�R�X�J�K�W��
�E�\���Z�H�L�J�K�W�����V�L�O�Y�H�U���I�R�U���Z�H�O�G-
�L�Q�J�����H�D�U�U�L�Q�J���K�R�R�N�V�����V�P�D�O�O��
�E�H�D�G�V��

�)�D�V�K�L�R�Q�L�Q�J�������(�P�E�U�R�L-
�G�H�U�\�����F�U�R�F�K�H�W���W�K�U�H�D�G��
���F�R�W�W�R�Q���D�]�]�R���I�U�H�H�������J�O�D�V�V��
�E�H�D�G�V�����V�W�R�Q�H�����W�H�U�U�D���F�R�W�W�D��
�E�H�D�G�V�����G�K�R�N�U�D���O�R�F�N�H�W�V��
�D�Q�G���E�H�D�G�V�����K�D�Q�G���E�H�D�W�H�Q��
�E�H�D�G�V�����G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���W�\�S�H�V���D�Q�G��
�V�L�]�H�V���R�I���E�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���O�H�D�I�V����
�S�L�S�H�V�����P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���P�D�G�H��
�U�H�D�G�\���E�H�D�G�V���I�U�R�P���'�H�O�K�L

31



�: �K�H�Q���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���M�H�Z-
�H�O�U�\�����F�R�W�W�R�Q���W�K�U�H�D�G��

�L�V���Z�R�X�Q�G���U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���E�L�J��
�W�R�H���R�I���W�K�H���I�R�R�W���D�Q�G���K�H�O�G��
�V�W�U�H�W�F�K�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�����W�R��
�J�H�W���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���O�H�Q�J�W�K�����2�Q��
�W�K�H���V�L�G�H���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���O�R�R�S��
�L�V���I�R�U�P�H�G�����P�D�F�U�D�P�p���L�V��
�G�R�Q�H���W�R���I�R�U�P���R�Q�H���V�L�G�H���R�I��
�W�K�H���I�D�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J�����$�I�W�H�U���W�K�L�V����
�W�K�H���Q�H�F�N�O�D�F�H���R�U���E�U�D�F�H�O�H�W��
�L�V���P�D�G�H�����7�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���H�Q�G��
�L�V���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D��
�E�D�O�O���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���J�R���L�Q�V�L�G�H���W�K�H��
�O�R�R�S���W�R���I�D�V�W�H�Q���W�K�H���S�L�H�F�H����
�7�K�H���M�R�L�Q�W���L�V���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H���W�K�U�H�D�G���W�K�D�W���L�V���Z�R�X�Q�G��
�D�U�R�X�Q�G���L�W���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���W�L�P�H�V��
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�9�D�U�D�Q�D�V�L�����W�K�H���V�D�F�U�H�G��
�F�L�W�\���R�I���O�R�U�G���6�K�L�Y�D���R�Q��

�W�K�H���E�D�Q�N���R�I���U�L�Y�H�U���*�D�Q�J�D����
�L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�O�G�H�V�W���O�L�Y�L�Q�J��
�F�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����,�W���K�D�V��
�D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���D���S�O�D�F�H���R�I��
�S�L�O�J�U�L�P�D�J�H���I�R�U���+�L�Q�G�X�V����
�%�X�G�G�K�L�V�W�V���D�Q�G���-�D�L�Q�V��
�D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���D�Q���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W��
�F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�����W�U�D�G�H��
�D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H����

�$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U-
�L�H�V���L�Q���,�Q�G�L�D���U�H�Y�H�D�O���W�K�H��
�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���J�O�D�V�V���R�Y�H�U��
�����������\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R�����%�H�D�G�V����
�W�L�O�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�L�F�D�O���Á�D�V�N�V��
�Z�H�U�H���X�Q�H�D�U�W�K�H�G���I�U�R�P���D��
�V�L�W�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G���9�D�U�D�Q�D�V�L��

�*�O�D�V�V���E�H�D�G���P�D�N�L�Q�J���L�V��
�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�G���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\���L�Q��
�D�Q�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���9�D�U�D�Q�D�V�L�����L�Q��
�P�D�Q�\���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�V�����9�H�U�\��
�V�L�P�S�O�H���W�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G���H�T�X�L�S-
�P�H�Q�W���L�V���X�V�H�G���D�Q�G���X�V�X-
�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���L�V��
�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�����7�K�H�U�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
�D���O�D�U�J�H���H�[�S�R�U�W���P�D�U�N�H�W���I�R�U��
�W�K�H�V�H���E�H�D�G�V���I�R�U���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V��

�%�H�D�G�V���D�U�H���V�R�O�G���E�\���Z�H�L�J�K�W��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H��
�Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���L�Q���V�K�D�S�H�����F�R�O�R�U����
�V�L�]�H�����T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q��
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G lass – comes 
from Feroz -

abad in transparent, 
semi-transparent and 
opaque rods

T he flame has to 
be maintained at 

an even temperature 
and flow

Container with 
kerosene and 

six wicks for flame

S ix nozzles to blow air 
into the flame, powered 

by foot operated bellows

The work area
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G lass melts and 
coats the mild 

steel rod to form bead

Different colored glass is 
melted and applied over the 

bead for surface decoration

O ne hand holds a 
mild steel rod and 

rotates it slowly in 
the fire

T he other hand holds 
a glass rod in the 

fire and as it melts, 
applies the melted glass 
to the rotating rod
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M oulds used to form asym -
metrical beads. To make 

these the glass is first melted 
around the wire, while rotating 
it so that a slightly large bead 
is made. This is placed in the 
mould and the two ends of the 
mould are brought together by a 
foot operated tweezer

T�K�H���E�H�O�O�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W���I�H�H�G��
�W�K�H���Á�D�P�H�V���D�Q�G���G�L�U�H�F�W��

�L�W���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���J�O�D�V�V��
�H�Y�H�Q�O�\���L�V���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G���E�\��
foot. 

�7�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���I�R�R�W���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V��
�R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���P�R�X�O�G�V���I�R�U��
�D�V�\�P�P�H�W�U�L�F�D�O���E�H�D�G�V��
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Beads are made on mild steel 
rods and when each mild 

steel rod is filled with 5 – 10 
beads, it is stuck in a bowl of 
sand to cool.
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Beads are strung, mostly by 
women in villages all around 

Varanasi
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�V�D�V�K�D���L�V���D���Q�R�W���I�R�U���S�U�R�À�W���P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���R�I���R�Y�H�U�����������S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U��
�J�U�R�X�S�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W�������������D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���P�D�U�J�L�Q�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V���������������R�I���W�K�H�P���Z�R�P�H�Q��

�V�D�V�K�D���G�H�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���D���Z�L�G�H���F�U�R�V�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�D�Q�G�F�U�D�I�W�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����J�R�X�U�P�H�W���V�S�L�F�H�V���	���W�H�D�V��
�D�Q�G���E�R�G�\���F�D�U�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����6�L�Q�F�H���L�W�V���L�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���������������V�D�V�K�D���K�D�V���Z�R�U�N�H�G���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���G�H�Y�H�O-
�R�S�L�Q�J���F�U�D�I�W���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���V�N�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\���À�Q�G���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G���I�X�O�À�O�P�H�Q�W��

�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���R�Q���G�H�V�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���V�D�V�K�D���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�N�L�O�O�V��
�D�Q�G���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\���Z�L�W�K���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���,�Q�G�L�D���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���J�O�R�E�D�O�O�\��

�V�D�V�K�D�H�[�S�R�U�W�#�Y�V�Q�O���Q�H�W

www.sashaworld.com
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